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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES OF THE WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL OPERA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, my wife 
Marcelle and I know and respect Jac-
queline Mars. She joined the Wash-
ington National Opera’s board of trust-
ees in 2003. She was elected as chair-
man of the board of the Washington 
National Opera in 2011 and oversaw 
WNO’s affiliation with the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. Some of the highlights during her 
tenure as chair have been the ac-
claimed production of American Ring— 
The Ring of the Nibelung; M&M’s 
Opera in the Outfield; the Holiday 
Family Opera; and the American Opera 
Initiative. Marcelle tells me that, in 
recognition and appreciation of all of 
her tireless efforts and enormous con-
tribution and support of the Wash-
ington National Opera, the Board of 
Trustees of the Washington National 
Opera have unanimously approved that 
Jacqueline Mars will now be recognized 
as chairman of the board of trustees 
emeritus of the Washington National 
Opera. 

I ask unanimous consent that this 
resolution be printer in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL OPERA 

The Board of Trustees of the Washington 
National Opera (the ‘‘Board’’) does hereby 
adopt the following resolutions: 

Whereas, the Board recognizes the extraor-
dinary achievements of Jacqueline Badger 
Mars as Trustee and Chairman of the Wash-
ington National Opera; 

Whereas, in her years as Chairman, Jac-
queline Badger Mars has provided wise, far- 
sighted, and creative leadership in guiding 
the Washington National Opera from the 
challenges it faced in effectuating its his-
toric affiliation with the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, through its 
successful and acclaimed production of Wag-
ner’s Der Ring des Nibelungen cycle of op-
eras—perhaps the most ambitious project 
that can be undertaken in the opera world, 
to its commissioning and introduction of 
new works by new composers and librettists 
as part of the American Opera Initiative; 

Whereas, Jacqueline Badger Mars’s service 
as Chairman has included numerous other 
highlights and accomplishments; and 

Whereas, the Board wishes to recognize its 
deep appreciation to Jacqueline Badger Mars 
for her untiring efforts and enormous con-
tribution to and support of the Washington 
National Opera and the operatic art form 
generally, and for her friendship over the 
years, now, therefore, be it: 

Resolved, That Jacqueline Badger Mars 
shall hereinafter be recognized as Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees Emeritus of the 
Washington National Opera; and further 

Resolved, That this resolution shall be ef-
fective May 15, 2017. 

f 

NATIONAL MISSING CHILDREN’S 
DAY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
remind my colleagues that today is Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day. 

President Reagan highlighted the im-
portance of making child safety a pri-
ority when he established May 25 as 
National Missing Children’s Day for 
the first time in 1983. On this day, we 
pause to remember those children who 
have gone missing and honor those who 
are dedicated to their rescue. 

According to the FBI, hundreds of 
thousands of children are reported 
missing each year. Most of these cases 
are closed within hours, thanks to the 
quick actions of families, communities, 
and law enforcement personnel, but 
there also are children, like Lyric Cook 
and Elizabeth Collins, who never make 
it home safely. 

Ten-year-old Lyric and 8-year-old 
Elizabeth disappeared in 2012 while 
taking a bike ride near their grand-
mother’s house in Evansdale, IA. Their 
bodies were found in the woods nearby 
later that year. Almost 5 years have 
passed since their lives were cut short, 
but the perpetrator has yet to be iden-
tified. 

My heart goes out to their grieving 
families and the families of all the 
other children who have lost their lives 
in similar tragedies. These child abduc-
tion and murder cases are a reminder 
of the need to promptly pass legisla-
tion to extend the key programs au-
thorized by the Adam Walsh Child Pro-
tection and Safety Act. The Senate 
passed such a bill by a vote of 89 to 0 in 
the 114th Congress. Another measure 
that would make a difference in the 
lives of missing children is Kevin and 
Avonte’s Law. Last year, the Senate 
unanimously passed this legislation, 
which is named in honor of two boys 
with autism who died after wandering 
from safety. This bill, which I cospon-
sored, promotes the use of technology 
to help locate children with autism and 
related conditions who may be suscep-
tible to wandering away from safety. It 
also supports training for first respond-
ers and other community officials to 
help prevent and respond to these 
cases. 

A related bill passed the other Cham-
ber by a wide margin late last year. I 
am currently working with the sponsor 
of that companion bill, Congressman 
CHRIS SMITH, to resolve the differences 
between our two bills. Congressman 
SMITH and I intend to reintroduce an 
updated version of Kevin and Avonte’s 
Law in each Chamber in the coming 
weeks. 

Finally, I would also like to take this 
opportunity to announce that I will 
soon introduce legislation, known as 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2017. The bill I am developing in-
cludes several provisions to help in the 
fight against child exploitation. First, 
it promotes training of school resource 
officers, to ensure that they can better 
detect and respond to child trafficking 
cases. Second, it updates the authoriza-
tion for the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children. Third, it 
extends and updates some of the key 
programs that were established under 
the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act. 

In closing, the feeling of dread and 
helplessness that families must feel 
when a child goes missing is unimagi-
nable. To help prevent similar trage-
dies in the future, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting these impor-
tant pieces of legislation. 

f 

ASIAN PACIFIC HERITAGE MONTH 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize May as Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month and cele-
brate the many contributions of Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders, AAPI. 
The Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander community is diverse and draws 
from a variety of distinct cultures, 
each of which has strengthened this 
country—providing leaders, innovators, 
scientists, activists, artists, and citi-
zens. 

As we take the time to recognize 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 
and their heritage, it would be neg-
ligent to forget that this year marks 75 
years since President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066. 
He signed Executive Order 9066 in the 
aftermath of the attack on Pearl Har-
bor and authorized the Department of 
War—today known as the Department 
of Defense—to establish ‘‘military 
zones.’’ The military had complete au-
thority over these zones, including con-
trol over who entered and who was per-
mitted to leave. The military zones be-
came internment camps. In total, some 
75,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry 
and 45,000 Japanese nationals were im-
prisoned in these camps across the 
country. 

At the time, many attempted to jus-
tify the internment camps by citing 
Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor. They 
cited the need to protect our homeland 
from potential espionage. They cited 
the fact that Japan was our wartime 
enemy. They cited the likelihood that 
the next attack would come from 
someone ‘‘looking like’’ the enemy. 

What they failed to explain was why 
no internment camps were established 
for Americans of German ancestry—or 
Italian ancestry. Japan was not our 
only wartime enemy; yet Japanese 
Americans were the only ones thrust 
into imprisonment under the guise of 
‘‘national security.’’ 

It is not difficult to guess why. Japa-
nese Americans were targeted because 
their heritage was thought to be easier 
to perceive. Of course, in many cases, 
the U.S. Department of War did not 
draw distinctions between Americans 
of Japanese ancestry and Americans of 
other Asian or Pacific Islander ances-
try. If you were thought to look like 
the enemy, you were a target—full 
stop—and were at risk of being impris-
oned illegally by the American Govern-
ment. 

This is one of the darkest periods in 
our history. We must not forget it. We 
cannot forget the tens of thousands of 
innocent families who were stripped of 
their basic human and legal rights and 
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